
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. and underground car parks (3rd Edition) 

Institution of Structural Engineers, 2002 
 
2. Steel framed car parks 

Corus brochure. 

 
3. NEWMAN, G. M.  

The fire resistance of composite floors 

with steel decking (2nd edition, P056) 

The Steel Construction Institute, 1991 
 
4. The Building Regulations 2000 

(6th impression) 

Approved Document B, Fire Safety 

(including amendments made in 2000) and 

2002 amendments 

The Stationery Office, 2003 
 

5. COUCHMAN, G. H., MULLETT, D. L., 

and RACKHAM, J. W. 

Composite slabs and beams using 

steel decking: Best practice for design 
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The Steel Construction Institute, 2000 
 
6. The Building Regulations 2000  

Approved Document L1, Conservation of 

fuel and power in dwellings 

Approved document L2, Conservation of 

fuel and power in buildings other than 

dwellings The Stationery Office, 2002 

(Parts L1 and L2 replace 1994 edition of Part 

L with effect from 1 April 2002) 
 
7. The Building Regulations 2000 

Approved Document E, Resistance to 

the passage of sound 

The Stationery Office, 2002  
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standard industry safety guidelines 
 
 
 
 
        Metal Cladding & Roofing Manufacturers Association 

         

Propping Steel Floor Decking Best Practice Guidelines FD.04 
          

          

       

Installing Propping 
  

         

         
           

• Normally, props are placed at either mid-span (one 

line of props) or at third points (2 lines of props) 

within a span. The decking sheets should never be 

interrupted (cut) at the location of a temporary 

support, and the decking should not be fastened to 

the temporary supports. Props normally consist of 

lengths of timber and/or steel plates supported by 

adjustable length steel tubes (‘Acrows’). The 

minimum bearing length of the timber and/or plates 

depends upon the thickness of the slab, the span 

length and the deck rib geometry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   
 

Good Practice 
 

• A typical temporary support is shown in the detail 

above. Props of this nature are normally placed 

about 1.0m apart, and in accordance with the 

designers requirements.  
• The decking layout drawings should show the 

extent and lines of temporary supports Bearing 

lengths are typically in the 75 to 100mm range.  
• The timber bearer should be continuous, and 

should extend the full width of the bay. 

 
Always Check Floor Decking Drawing for Propping  
Requirements 

 
 
 

 
SFD.04.V1 - Sheet 1 of 1 

September 2009 

 


